 Journal of Al-Qadisiya University Vol.17 No. 2 2014 2 5 
 Backward Moves in Pragmatics and Semantics

Muhannad Abbas Mitib 
College of Agriculture/University of Al-Qadissiya

Abstract 
Linguists who have worked according to Wittgenstein's notion “Don‟t look for the meaning, look for the use,” aim to defuse various linguistic problems by analyzing key words in terms of what they are used to do or the conditions for appropriately using them. Although Moore, Grice and Searle exposed this error – mixing pragmatics with semantics – it still gets committed, now to a different end. Nowadays, the aim is to reckon with the fact that the meanings of a great many sentences undetermine what they would normally mean in using them – even if the sentence is free of indexicality, ambiguity, and vagueness. This can be so because the sentence expresses a “minimal” proposition or even because it does not fully express any proposition. Many theorists are led to defend “truth-conditional pragmatics” (or linguistic “contextualism”), to find a hidden index in every syntactic nook or semantic cranny, or otherwise to pay undue respect to seemingly semantic intuitions and intentions. This paper tries to identify various such moves and explains what is backward about them.
